


“Written for the generation to come;
That a people yet to be created
may praise the Lord”
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Introduction

In the Beginning God Created... (Gen.1:1).

With these words, all readers of the Bible are drawn into God's
plan for order. Not only did God create "order out of chaos", He
created a specific family order—one man, one woman. From this
basic order came God's call for our original parents to "be fruitful
and multiply." Also from this basic order came God's expectation
of faithfulness.

As a people, we entered into a covenant with God; as a people
we have, in virtually every conceivable way, broken our covenant. Yet
God in His faithfulness honors the covenant even when we dishon-
or it. In spite of the claims of many complexities in every generation,
and in spite of the claim of "new concepts”, God calls us to a time-
less covenant relationship, saying, "I will be your God." In spite of
broken covenants of an untrustworthy people, God still sent His
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to live in the Creation, and to
redeem the Creation.
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Our God is a faithful God, who calls us to faithfulness... this
today, in a broken society, one in which "broken covenants" are
normative. One may ask, "What difference is there in a ‘divorce
culture’ when one person lives as if the covenant of marriage has
not been broken, even after divorce is pronounced?” Mary Walm-
sley knows the difference for she lives out the implications of the
vows she made with life-long intention. She has devoted her life to
honoring the marriage covenant which she made to a man in the
presence of God. She has devoted her life to maintaining order. She
has devoted her life to being faithful. If only one person decides to
live in a “covenant consciousness” after reading this book, then this
book has achieved its goal. This book serves as an encouragement
both to the covenant-makers and to those contemplating breaking
their covenant, that they may be steadfast.

Mature love is more than an emotion. Mature love is a deci-
sion. God loves us not because we are "irresistible" but because
through His covenant with us He has made a decision—a com-
mitment to love us! A great deal of the disruption in family order
today is the result of insecurity in the very institution which God
intended for the order of His creation. And yet, those who have
maintained their marriage covenant "for better or for worse" have
been in a position to become dependent upon the One who
bestows the Grace necessary for us to keep our vows.

In short, God is a covenant-keeper "for better or for worse".
May the God to whom we make our vows bless each person who
reads this book. May His Holy Word inspire and sustain you. And
may the words of Mary Walmsley inspire the reader to a closer rela-
tionship with the One who has inspired and sustained her.

The Rt. Rev. Keith L. Ackerman, SSC, D.D.
Bishop of Quincy
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Pretace

On June 16th, 1951, I married Roger Walmsley for life. I took
his name and dedicated my life to being his wife and the mother of
his children. Twenty-three years later, after three children and two
grandchildren, I was divorced, against my will. It was then that the
rightness of our marriage and the wrong of divorce hit me with full
force. With heart and soul I cried out to the Lord, “What went
wrong? What do I do now? What hope is there for the future?” In
answer, God led me on a pilgrimage that would heal my broken
heart and restore my soul. At first driven by covenant, then by love,
I came to realize that they are one and the same.

Because of a Covenant contains the answers to the questions I
had asked by presenting the Word of God concerning marriage and
the several variations of the marital relationship commonly found
today. To strive for healing and the restoration of any broken rela-
tionship requires making choices daily; yet today the boundary
between right and wrong is unclear, and contemporary customs

tend to lead people astray, even the well-intentioned. Too many
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people are unaware of what God has said in Holy Scripture, leav-
ing them confused and vulnerable when making life-changing
decisions. They seck happiness, only to end up with emptiness. Joy
is the fruit of obedience.

Whether this book is used as a guide for those making person-
al decisions, a resource for clergy and counsellors, a handbook for
Bible study, or as preparation for marriage, it is intended to bene-
fit people of all ages at all stages along life’s journey, that they might
know God’s will and make right choices for the sake of their souls
and to the glory of God. I pray that my message of healing, salva-

tion, and joy in redemptive love will be a blessing to you.

Mary Walmsley
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Prelude:
A Covenant

Your children will be like
olive shoots around your table.

~Psalm 128:3

A PARENTAL EXAMPLE

I was raised under the illusion that wrong is right.

When I was a child of nine, a new couple arrived in town. The
husband and my mother soon discovered that they shared many
interests in common, such as tennis, sailing, and classical music.
Day after day, Mother and the other man would do things togeth-
er. Their mutual pleasures seemed so providentially coincidental to
them that they deemed their relationship to be “right.” They
became shamelessly bold in being together, whether in public or
private, with or without their respective spouses and children. Day
after day, year after year, Dad’s steadfast love for his wife was sore-
ly tested as Mother focused her attention primarily on another
woman’s husband. We children hated the intrusion of this man in
our family’s relationships and knew it was wrong, yet we loved all
the people involved.

In the summertime, our two families shared one house at the
seashore, four adults and eight children under one roof. In order to
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lessen the awkwardness, the children were trained to accept this sce-
nario as normal, to treat the adulterer and his family as extended
family, even to the extent of addressing the other man and his wife
by the misleading and erroneous titles of “uncle” and “aunt.”

My siblings and I were expected to love and honor a mother
whose heart favored another man even though our precious, lov-
able father was right there by her other side as a steadfastly devot-
ed husband. We did love Mother very much and had no difficulty
loving the other man and his wife as well; yet every day we had to
wrestle with conflicting emotions and embarrassing situations.

This was the heritage I brought to my marriage.
se For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work (2 Thess. 2:7a).
A GoobD CHOICE

In the fall of 1949, I returned to college on a high from hav-
ing spent the entire summer at the Trapp family Music Camp.
Not only was this a musical mountain-top experience, but a spir-
itual one as well. The best way I knew to continue the blessing
was to gather together a family-sized group of friends and sing
madrigals.

The college choir rehearsed in the chapel. Tt was during a five-
minute break in the first rehearsal that I checked with my friend
Phil to see whether or not held found another bass to fill out the
madrigal group I was starting. He had. Pointing to a young man
seated on the chancel floor, he said with a smile, “There he is:
Roger Walmsley!” And that’s how I met my husband!

There were six of us in the madrigal group. We rehearsed for
two months before Roger and I had our first date. Within two weeks
after that, both Roger and I knew that sooner or later we would be
married. Everything seemed to match: our love of music, the church

we attended, our desire to have a family, and much more.
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A COVENANT

s Can two walk together, except they be agreed? (Amos 3:3 KJV).
A COVENANT Is MADE—]JUNE 16, 1951

Our wedding day dawned bright and sunny, the day my Dad
would entrust me into Roger’s care for the rest of my life. My
Dad was known for a gentle sense of humor, for his way of
putting people at ease by coaxing a chuckle out of them. As he
escorted me down the aisle, he turned to me and said, “I forgot
my suspenders!”

[ arrived at Roger’s side a smiling bride. We pledged our love
and entire allegiance to each other that day, binding ourselves in a
covenant. Not only were the boundaries of morality established for
us thereby, but an ideal opportunity was provided us to know God
by loving and being loved.

oo “What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate”
(Matt. 19:6).
NAIVE CONFIDENCE

I entered marriage with the full expectation of living happily
ever after. My love for Roger seemed to know no bounds; I
delighted in being married and in having him as my husband. My
confidence was in our mutual love and in the integrity of the

vows we had made.

se “Is not your fear of God your confidence?” (Job 4:6).
AN EARLY LESSON ABOUT LOVE

One day early in our marriage, we met a recently divorced
woman struggling with grief over her loss. I made a thoughtless
comment about her husband not being very lovable anyway. Roger
spoke to me quietly, saying, “Be careful, Mary. All divorcees loved

their mate at one time.”
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